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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EG, LY 

SUBJECT: SADAT ON POSSIBLE EASING OF EGYPTIAN/LIBYAN 
TENSIONS 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH A GENERAL TALK ON LIBYA, AUGUST 20, 

SADAT TOLD ME THAT EGYPTIAN/LIBYAN TENSIONS MAY BE EASING 
A BIT. SOME TEN DAYS AGO OR SO QADHAFI HAD SENT ONE OF 

HIS SENIOR MILITARY PEOPLE TO EGYPT TO CONDUCT TALKS 
WITH GAMASY ON A MILITARY STAND-DOWN BY BOTH SIDES. QADHAFI 
HAD REALIZED THAT LIBYANS HAD BEEN BADLY BEATEN AND THAT HE 
HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO DO SO. SADAT EITHER DID NOT KNOW THE NAME 
OF THE LIBYAN OFFICER OR DID NOT WANT TO IDENTIFY HIM 
BY NAME, BUT DESCRIBED HIM AS COMMANDER OF THE COMMANDO 
AND AIRBORN FORCES IN LIBYA AND ONE OF THE ORIGINAL 
LIBYAN RCC OFFICERS. 

2. LIBYAN OFFICER, SADAT RECOUNTED, HAD REACHED AN 
AGREEMENT WITH GAMASY, GENERAL OUTLINES OF WHICH ARE AS 
FOLLOWS: "ALL LIBYAN TROOPS” NOW IN BORDER AREAS 

WILL BE WITHDRAWN TO TOBRUK. THERE WILL BE NO LIBYAN 
MILITARY FORCES BETWEEN TOBRUK AND THE BORDER EXCEPT 
SMALL FRONTIER POLICE UNITS AND A SMALL (SIZE NOT 
SPECIFIED) LIBYAN MILITARY UNIT AT MUSAID. ON THEIR 
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PART, EGYPTIANS HAD AGREED TO PULL BACK MAIN EGYPTIAN 
FORCES FROM BORDER AREAS TO SIDI BARRANI. A SMALL 
(SIZE NOT SPECIFIED) EGYPTIAN FORCE WILL REMAIN IN 
SOLLUM. 

3. AGREEMENT, ACCORDING TO SADAT, IS SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 
BY BOTH CHIEFS OF STATE. IT HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO QADHAFI. 
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IF QADHAFI ACCEPTS IT, AND SADAT THOUGHT HE WOULD, SADAT 
WILL ALSO DO SO. IMPLEMENTATION PLANNING AND TIME-TABLE 
CAN THEREAFTER BE WORKED OUT. 

4. IN RELATING ABOVE, SADAT SAID HE HAD ORDERED GAMASY 
BE AS "FLEXIBLE" AS POSSIBLE VIS-A-VIS LIBYAN ARMED 
FORCES. HE WISHED TO EMPHASIZE TO LIBYAN ARMED FORCES 
THAT EGYPT HARBORS NO HOSTILITY TOWARD THEM. IT IS 
QADHAFI, NOT THE LIBYAN ARMED FORCES, WHO IS THE MISCREANT. 
SADAT APPEARED PLEASED THAT EGYPTIAN/LIBYAN TENSIONS 
OFFER SIGNS OF ABATING, AT LEAST FOR NOW. BUT HE MADE 
IT CLEAR HIS VIEWS TOWARD QADHAFI HAVE NOT ALTERED. 
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